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San Diego Schools Get-Power Generating Roofs 
 

Canton, MA, June 30, 2005 – Roofs that generate solar electricity are covering San Diego 

schools in an innovative project provided by Solar Integrated Technologies (SIT) and GE 

Commercial Finance Energy Financial Services.  The solar integrated roofing system is 

manufactured by SIT using Sarnafil Inc.’s EnergySmart Roof® membrane. 

After an initial investment of approximately $17million for the project, GE Commercial 

Finance Energy Financial Services has the right of first refusal on up to $500 million to fund 

existing and prospective solar roofing projects as they come from SIT. 

The financing will be used for the SIT SR2001 Solar Integrated Roofing System, which 

generates electricity with solar panels that are integrated into the roofing system.  SIT 

manufactures the system by laminating flexible, photovoltaic cells onto Sarnafil’s durable, 

EnergySmart Roof membrane. The result is a solar-electric roofing system that protects the 

building’s interior from the elements while generating power for the building’s electricity 

needs.  The two companies also conduct a joint marketing effort for the roofing system 

throughout North America and Europe. 

“SIT is the leader in solar integrated roofing systems,” said Brian Whelan, president and 

CEO of Sarnafil Inc.  “This agreement will reinforce this position by accelerating the 

availability and use of solar power.” 

The new solar integrated roofing systems have been installed, or installation is in progress, 

on 14 San Diego (California) city schools, with more scheduled in the coming two years. 
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The school system expects to save millions of dollars in energy costs over the next 20 

years, in addition to helping the state make progress toward the goal of generating 20 

percent of its electricity with renewable sources by 2017. 

“Our agreement with GE Commercial Finance Energy Financial Services is groundbreaking 

in the solar energy sector,” said Jon Slangerup, Solar Integrated CEO.  “It will help 

accelerate our global penetration of the $20 billion-plus commercial roofing market.” 

About Solar Integrated Technologies 

Solar Integrated Technologies is the developer and manufacturer of the world’s first flexible 

photovoltaic roof system for commercial and industrial applications.  SIT also provides 

turnkey design for photovoltaic roof assemblies along with complete balance of systems 

design and accessories to provide “building-envelope” energy efficient solutions with up to 

20-year warranties.  SIT is based in Los Angeles, California.  For more information about 

Solar Integrated Technologies, visit www.solarintegrated.com.  

About Sarnafil Inc. 

Sarnafil is a subsidiary of Switzerland-based Sarna Group, a manufacturer of high-tech 

plastic polymers for a wide range of applications including roofing, waterproofing and civil 

engineering, applications. Since 1964, Sarnafil has manufactured more than 3.5 billion 

square feet of thermoplastic roofing and waterproofing membrane in Switzerland, China, 

and the U.S. Sarnafil roofing and waterproofing systems protect some of the world’s most 

valuable structures and treasures, including schools and universities, libraries, museums, 

hospitals, commercial and government buildings, retail buildings, and Olympic stadiums.  

For more information about Sarnafil in the U.S., visit www.sarnafilus.com. 
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Jackson Elementary School, San Diego, CA 
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